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Example 2 to paragraph (d): A specific li-
cense issued pursuant to paragraph (b) of 
this section authorizing travel-related trans-
actions by a fish biologist who travels to 
Cuba to engage in professional research does 
not authorize transactions by other persons 
who might travel with the fish biologist but 
whose principal purpose in travel is to en-
gage in recreational or trophy fishing. The 
fact that such persons may engage in certain 
activities with or under the direction of the 
professional fish biologist, such as measuring 
or recording facts about their catch, does not 
bring these individuals’ activities within the 
scope of professional research and similar ac-
tivities. 

(e) A person will not qualify as en-
gaging in professional research merely 
because that person is a professional 
who plans to travel to Cuba. 

Example 1 to paragraph (e): A professor of 
history interested in traveling to Cuba for 
the principal purpose of learning or prac-
ticing Spanish or attending general purpose 
lectures devoted to Cuban culture and con-
temporary life does not qualify for the gen-
eral license in paragraph (a) of this section 
or for a specific license issued pursuant to 
paragraph (b) of this section. 

Example 2 to paragraph (e): A professional 
photographer who wishes to take photo-
graphs in Cuba that will become the basis for 
creating post cards, paintings, and other sec-
ondary products or that merely document 
the photographer’s travel does not qualify 
for the general license in paragraph (a) of 
this section or for a specific license issued 
pursuant to paragraph (b) of this section. 

[64 FR 25815, May 13, 1999, as amended at 69 
FR 33772, June 16, 2004; 74 FR 46006, Sept. 8, 
2009] 

§ 515.565 Educational activities. 
(a) General license. Accredited U.S. 

graduate and undergraduate degree- 
granting academic institutions, includ-
ing faculty, staff, and students of such 
institutions, are authorized to engage 
in the travel-related transactions set 
forth in § 515.560(c) and such additional 
transactions that are directly incident 
to: 

(1) Participation in a structured edu-
cational program in Cuba as part of a 
course offered for credit by the spon-
soring U.S. academic institution. An 
individual traveling to engage in such 
transactions must carry a letter on of-
ficial letterhead, signed by a des-
ignated representative of the spon-
soring U.S. academic institution, stat-
ing that the Cuba-related travel is part 

of a structured educational program of 
the sponsoring U.S. academic institu-
tion, and stating that the individual is 
a member of the faculty or staff of that 
institution or is a student currently 
enrolled in a graduate or under-
graduate degree program at an accred-
ited U.S. academic institution and that 
the study in Cuba will be accepted for 
credit toward that degree; 

(2) Noncommercial academic re-
search in Cuba specifically related to 
Cuba and for the purpose of obtaining a 
graduate degree. A student traveling to 
engage in such transactions must carry 
a letter on official letterhead, signed 
by a designated representative of the 
sponsoring U.S. academic institution, 
stating that the individual is a student 
currently enrolled in a graduate degree 
program at an accredited U.S. aca-
demic institution, and stating that the 
research in Cuba will be accepted for 
credit toward that degree; 

(3) Participation in a formal course 
of study at a Cuban academic institu-
tion, provided the formal course of 
study in Cuba will be accepted for cred-
it toward the student’s graduate or un-
dergraduate degree. An individual trav-
eling to engage in such transactions 
must carry a letter on official letter-
head, signed by a designated represent-
ative of the sponsoring U.S. academic 
institution, stating that the individual 
is a student currently enrolled in a 
graduate or undergraduate degree pro-
gram at an accredited U.S. academic 
institution and that the study in Cuba 
will be accepted for credit toward that 
degree; 

(4) Teaching at a Cuban academic in-
stitution by an individual regularly 
employed in a teaching capacity at the 
sponsoring U.S. academic institution, 
provided the teaching activities are re-
lated to an academic program at the 
Cuban institution and provided that 
the duration of the teaching will be no 
shorter than 10 weeks. An individual 
traveling to engage in such trans-
actions must carry a letter on official 
letterhead, signed by a designated rep-
resentative of the sponsoring U.S. aca-
demic institution, stating that the in-
dividual is regularly employed in a 
teaching capacity at that institution; 

(5) Sponsorship, including the pay-
ment of a stipend or salary, of a Cuban 
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scholar to teach or engage in other 
scholarly activity at the sponsoring 
U.S. academic institution (in addition 
to those transactions authorized by the 
general license contained in § 515.571). 
Such earnings may be remitted to Cuba 
as provided in § 515.570 or carried on the 
person of the Cuban scholar returning 
to Cuba as provided in § 515.560(d)(3); or 

(6) The organization of, and prepara-
tion for, activities described in para-
graphs (a)(1) through (a)(5) of this sec-
tion by members of the faculty and 
staff of the sponsoring U.S. academic 
institution. An individual engaging in 
such transactions must carry a letter 
on official letterhead, signed by a des-
ignated representative of the spon-
soring U.S. academic institution, stat-
ing that the individual is a member of 
the faculty or staff of that institution, 
and is traveling to engage in the trans-
actions authorized by this paragraph 
on behalf of that institution. 

NOTE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (a): U.S. academic 
institutions and individual travelers must 
retain records related to the travel trans-
actions authorized pursuant to this para-
graph. See §§ 501.601 and 501.602 of this chap-
ter for applicable recordkeeping and report-
ing requirements. Exportation of equipment 
and other items, including the transfer of 
technology or software to foreign persons 
(‘‘deemed exportation’’), may require sepa-
rate authorization from the Department of 
Commerce. 

NOTE 2 TO PARAGRAPH (a): This paragraph 
authorizes all members of the faculty and 
staff (including but not limited to adjunct 
faculty and part-time staff) of the sponsoring 
U.S. academic institution to participate in 
the activities described in this paragraph. A 
student currently enrolled in a graduate or 
undergraduate degree program at any ac-
credited U.S. academic institution is author-
ized pursuant to this paragraph to partici-
pate in the academic activities in Cuba de-
scribed above through any sponsoring U.S. 
academic institution, not only through the 
institution at which the student is pursuing 
a degree. 

(b) Specific licenses. Specific licenses 
may be issued on a case-by-case basis 
authorizing the travel-related trans-
actions set forth in § 515.560(c) and 
other transactions directly incident to: 

(1) An individual’s educational ac-
tivities of the types described in para-
graphs (a)(2) through (a)(4) of this sec-
tion but not authorized by the general 

license contained in paragraph (a) of 
this section; 

(2) Educational exchanges not involv-
ing academic study pursuant to a de-
gree program when those exchanges 
take place under the auspices of an or-
ganization that sponsors and organizes 
such programs to promote people-to- 
people contact; or 

(3) Sponsorship or co-sponsorship by 
an accredited U.S. graduate or under-
graduate degree-granting academic in-
stitution of academic seminars, con-
ferences, and workshops related to 
Cuba or global issues involving Cuba 
and attendance at such events by fac-
ulty, staff, and students of the licensed 
institution. 

(c) Transactions related to activities 
that are primarily tourist-oriented, in-
cluding self-directed educational ac-
tivities that are intended only for per-
sonal enrichment, will not be author-
ized pursuant to this section. 

(d) For the purposes of this section, 
the term designated representative of the 
sponsoring U.S. academic institution 
means a person designated by the rel-
evant dean or the academic vice-presi-
dent, provost, or president of the insti-
tution as the official responsible for 
overseeing the institution’s Cuba trav-
el program. 

NOTE TO § 515.565: Accredited U.S. academic 
institutions engaging in activities author-
ized pursuant to this section are permitted 
to open and maintain accounts at Cuban fi-
nancial institutions for the purpose of ac-
cessing funds in Cuba for transactions au-
thorized pursuant to this section. 

[76 FR 5075, Jan. 28, 2011] 

§ 515.566 Religious activities in Cuba. 
(a) General license. Religious organi-

zations located in the United States, 
including members and staff of such or-
ganizations, are authorized to engage 
in the travel-related transactions set 
forth in § 515.560(c) and such additional 
transactions as are directly incident to 
religious activities in Cuba under the 
auspices of the organization. Travel-re-
lated transactions pursuant to this au-
thorization must be for the purpose of 
engaging, while in Cuba, in a full-time 
program of religious activities. Finan-
cial and material donations to Cuba or 
Cuban nationals are not authorized by 
this paragraph (a). All individuals who 
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